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Nativity of Mary’s  

Farmers’ Market and Taste 

 
 

 
 
For the past few weeks you may have noticed that some changes having 
been taking place inside St. Mary’s church. For instance, hand painted 
and designed chairs are appearing in the atrium. Posters are on display 
with our own Farmer Joe announcing the date, times, and activities for 
our Annual Farmers’ Market and Taste. Even our bulletin is having us 
“save the date” and preparing us to sell our raffle tickets for fantastic 
prizes.   
 

But what you may not know is that all of elements that make this event 
so much fun are provided by our own parishioners.  One new happening 
this year that you won’t want to miss is the live auction of our designer 
chairs. This will take place at 12 noon. We are also working very hard to 
provide musical entertainment that will appeal to all ages. 
 

So mark your calendar to be at Nativity of Mary’s Farmers’ Market and 
Taste on Sept. 18, 2016. Please be sure to purchase or sell your raffle 
tickets to friends and neighbors for a chance to win some terrific prizes 
while helping out our parish.  If you find 
you need more tickets, we have them 
available in the parish office.  Invite anyone 
you know to join us - everyone is welcome. 
 

For any questions please call Joe Viertel at 
754-2144.  Thanks so much and see you all 
at the Farmers’ Market and Taste of St. 
Mary’s!  
 

Sunday, September 18th 

9:30 am to 1:30 pm 
 

Homemade Pies, Breakfast 

Dishes, Delicious Breads,   

Lunch Items, Drinks, Raffle, 

Craft Items, Live Auction, 

Entertainment & Much More! 
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PLEASE CONTACT US  AT: 

RECTORY:                                 313 E. Wall St.  Janesville, WI 53545
  
                                                                             
  www.nativitymary.org 
                                     (608) 752-7861 
Rev. Robert Butz, Pastor                                                       
Sr. Ruth Brings, SSSF, Director of Pastoral Outreach  
Bob Craig, Director of Liturgy  
Kathy Hookham, Coordinator of  Religious Education 
Kathy Fisher, Business Manager 
Sharlet Collins, Parish Secretary 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL:         307 E. Wall St.  754-5221 
Steve Castrogiovanni Principal  
Sue Vodak, Secretary 
Sue Dickman, Secretary 
 
 

PRAYER NETWORK:   
Mary Ann Venable…..(608) 754-5284 
Edna Thorp…………….(608) 752-5559 
 

“St. Mary Spires” is a newsletter of Nativity of Mary Parish,  
Janesville, Wisconsin, published in February, August and   
November.   
 
Ideas and suggestions for our newsletter are always welcome.  Let 
us know what you’d like to see.   

19 

 

 
Special Liturgical Note: 

 
Due to our struggle to find ministers, and in anticipation of the calendar for 
next year; we are going to be paring down our Christmas Eve Masses to 2 
(two).  We will continue to have Christmas Day Mass at 10:00 am, as in the 
past. We would like your input to determine at what times we will be     
celebrating the birth of our Lord. 

 
Tentative Mass Schedule for Christmas, December 24 – 25 

 
Saturday, December 24 (Christmas Eve) = 4:00 pm and ? 

Please see survey at bottom of page. 
 

Sunday, December 25, (Christmas Day) = 10:00 a.m. 
 

 

--------Cut and Return to the Rectory by September 30th ------ 

 

I prefer to go to Christmas Eve Mass at: 

     4:00 pm ____________ 

     6:00 pm ____________ 

     8:00 pm ____________ 

    10:00 pm ____________  

 

I only attend on Christmas Day:       ____________ 
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“My life flows on in endless song... 

How can I keep from singing?” (Lowry, 1826 - 1899) 
 

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, as in all wisdom, you teach and 
admonish one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
with gratitude in your hearts to God.   (Colossians 3:16) 
 

As the summer months wind down to an end, the Choir Season begins.  
Both the Loft choir and the Sanctuary choir will begin rehearsing for their 
first Masses on September 11

th
. 

 

The Loft Choir, who minister at the 8:30 Sunday liturgy, multi-part vocal  
music, with the assistance of the Loft Reuter Organ.  Rehearsals are every 
Wednesday evening beginning at 7:15.  The Loft Choir’s first rehearsal is 
scheduled for August 31

st
. 

 

The Sanctuary Choir, who minister at the10:30 Sunday liturgy, is a choir 
for all ages.  They accompany the Assembly's song with the assistance of   
piano, guitars and other instruments.  The first rehearsal for the Sanctuary 
Choir is August 31

st
, at 6:30 pm.   

 

We are always looking to add to our roster for the Resurrection Choir.  The 
Resurrection Choir is a group of giving people who are flexible to minister 
at the funerals of the parish. Rehearsals are seldom, however they may 
sing two or even three times a week, depending upon funerals scheduled.  
 

Liturgy is not a spectator sport.  The choirs and cantors are not there to  
perform by themselves, or for themselves, but to lead and support the     
assembly’s “full, conscious, active” participation.  All choirs need new   
members, continuing members, returning members.  The choir is a great 
place to get active, or more active, in your church. 
 

If you have any questions; please do not hesitate to contact Bob Craig,   
Office of Liturgy at 752-7861 or email: Liturgy@nativitymary.org. 

How Can I Keep From Singing? 
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We are now at the final quar ter  of the Jubilee Year  of Mercy.  Pope 
Francis has asked the entire Church throughout the world to examine its life –         
individually and communally.  Are we in right relationship with God?  With 
each other?  Are we disciples of the Lord, following Him and His way of love 
and mercy?  Or are we people who pay lip service only to the Lord?  In this 
Year of Mercy, the Holy Father has given examples of how we can renew our 
discipleship in the Lord:  going on a pilgrimage, receiving the sacrament of 
Reconciliation more frequently, practicing more earnestly the corporal and 
spiritual works of mercy, and so on. 
 

It is with this request that our parish will be hosting a parish mission.  What is 
a mission?  A missionary visits a parish for a specific amount of time.  In our 
case, it is a period of 4 days.  The mission offers a series of sermons that    
invite people to a deeper love for God and a fuller living of the Christian life.  
Besides preaching, the mission may also include counseling, spiritual         
direction, and opportunities for celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
 

The Mission begins Sunday night and ends Wednesday evening.  Each service 
of the mission includes prayer, song, preaching of the Word, time for         
reflection, and ritual response to the Word.  The services usually last about 75 
minutes.  During that week, many normally scheduled activities in the parish 
are cancelled.  The whole focus of that time is the mission.  
 

The mission is a great spiritual opportunity for the whole parish community.  
Missions allow us to slow down and provide a good way to hear the Lord 
speaking to us.  I invite you all to come to Mass on October 15/16 for Holy 
Mass and the subsequent evenings of the mission.  The start time will be 7:00 
PM and will run each night from Sunday night through Wednesday evening, 
October 19th.  Mark it on your calendars and invite your friends to come. 

“I am always struck when I reread the parable of the merciful     
Father. ... The Father, with patience, love, hope and mercy, had   
never for a second stopped thinking about [his wayward son], and as 
soon as he sees him still far off, he runs out to meet him and       
embraces him with tenderness, the tenderness of God, without a 
word of reproach. ... God is always waiting for us, He never grows 
tired. Jesus shows us this merciful patience of God so that we can   
regain confidence and hope — always!” - Pope Francis 
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Schedule of events: 
 
TBD  September’s Eggs and Pancake Breakfast 
Sept 8 KC Council Meeting 7:30 Nativity House 
Sept 18 Taste of St. Mary’s and Farmers Market 
Oct 13 KC Council Meeting 7:30 Nativity House 
Oct 16 Eggs and Pancake Breakfast 
Nov 10 KC Council Meeting 7:30 Nativity House 
Nov 20  Eggs and Pancake Breakfast 
Dec 8  KC Council Meeting 7:30 Nativity House 
Dec 18 Eggs and Pancake Breakfast  

The Knights of Columbus is always looking for new members.         
The simple requirements are that you are over 18 years old and a        
practicing Catholic gentleman.  We offer camaraderie with your fellow 
parishioners, we service our church, school and community, and we 
offer a GREAT life insurance plan to help protect you and your family.  
Please consider the KC in your church service activities and give us a 
call.     
 
Greg Kraft, Grand Knight  
Knights of Columbus Council 10363  
(608) 754-5615 or mackraft@aol.com  

E.C.H.O. Needs: 
 

 Macaroni & Cheese Deodorant 
 Soup & Crackers  Toothbrushes 
 Spaghetti Sauce  Shampoo 
 Spaghetti O’s  Toilet Paper 
 Canned Meats  Dish Soap  
 Pork n Beans  Diapers (sizes 4-6) 
 

ECHO’s  
Eleventh Annual 

 “Culinary Delight” 
 

Saturday, September 24, 2016 
Janesville Country Club 
Enjoy an excellent culinary experience 
featuring MacFarlane Pheasant with a 
Wine Pull, Silent Auction and Music at 
the Janesville Country Club!  
Call 754-5333 for more information. 

 

mailto:mackraft@aol.com
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The councils had a very rewarding spring this year. Naturally we 
started with the famous Tootsie Roll Drive. Thanks to our              
parishioners and all Janesville citizens, we were able to collect over 
$2,800 for our SMILES and Special Education programs at St. 
Mary’s and St. Patrick’s. The councils also teamed with the Religious 
Ed students and collected over 900 pounds of food for ECHO. 

 

The KC Council 596/10363 is also having a busy summer. We 
had an outing to a Snappers game along with the altar servers. This 
is always a fun event. Thanks to John Collins for setting this up. 

 

Nativity of Mary hosted a beautiful icon of the Holy Family in    
August.  The KCs led a rosary ceremony to honor the icon, which 
was making its way across the Midwest.   

 

In September the councils will participate in the Taste of St. 
Mary’s and Farmers Market. The KCs will be grilling brats and hot 
dogs and enjoying the culinary delights of some of the parishioners. 
There will also be kid’s games, raffles and plenty of crafts available 
to purchase. Come join us.  

 

In September we will also continue our tradition of hosting a 
family breakfast between Masses on the third Sunday of each 
month. This is a great time to visit with your fellow parishioners either       
immediately after the 8:30 AM Mass or just before the 10:30AM 
Mass downstairs at the church. Think about joining us this fall. Our 
first breakfast will be in September (date to be announced – check 
your weekly bulletin; moved from third Sunday due to our Parish 
Festival) and our October breakfast will be held on the 16th.  At one 
of these breakfasts, we will pass out money that YOU donated to our       
charities. 

 

We look forward to an active fall including Christmas card sales 
and several activities with the other Janesville councils.  As school 
starts, we will continue to work with our churches and our schools to 
help as we can and perhaps encourage learning through some fun  
activities including a poster contest and an essay contest.     
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Adult Catholic Spirit Club 

 
On the second Wednesday of each month, September to May, all men and women 
in the area are invited to meet for a social event featuring a potluck at noon,    
followed by a program at 1 pm.  Meetings are held in St. John Vianney’s Marian 
Hall.  There are no membership dues; free will offerings are accepted.  The Spirit 
Club Board works hard to select programs that are interesting and entertaining 
and we are always open to suggestions for future programs.  Please consider   
joining us in September for a couple of hours filled with good food and fun. 
 
A list of programs for the 2016-2017 season follows: 
 

September 14, 2016 Fr. Brian Dulli will speak to us about his tour to 
Poland to see Pope Francis and the World Youth 
Group  

 
October 12, 2016 Jason Daskam, Executive Board of Local 580, 

will give us an inside look of day-to-day life for 
firemen at the Janesville Fire Department 

 
November 9, 2016 Ed Nunn will present interesting facts about  
   “Homing Pigeons” 
 
December 14, 2016 Mrs. Mumma will present a musical program   
   given by her students 
 
January 11, 2017 To Be Determined 
 
February 8, 2017 Sister Lauretana will tell us about “The Dismas 

Ministry”, which is a national Catholic prison 
ministry 

  
March 8, 2017 Kari Orn, Wisconsin Department of Justice, will 

speak on the Wisconsin Silver Alert Program 
  
April 12, 2017 “One Room School Houses” will be the program, 

presented by the Rock County Historical Society 
 
May 10, 2017  To Be Determined 
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Sister Ruth’s Reflections 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Nature is very healing and uplifting.  Walks in the woods lift my spirits 
and melt my concerns and worries.  The topic of nature comes up      
frequently when I listen to people on my visits.  Here are some          
examples of how nature heals and uplifts people.     
 

Shortly after I stepped into her apartment at Cedar Crest, Rita Roherty 
asked me to look out her balcony to see her big flower garden below.  It 
was blooming with all kinds of flowers.  Her flower garden wasn’t the 
only one growing behind the facility.  There were thirteen other colorful  
flower gardens all belonging to residents of Cedar Crest.  Many people 
who live there, and their guests, stroll by the gardens and admire the 
abundant plant life and the beautiful flowers. 
 

From the comfort of her favorite chair,  Eleanor Bier watches the birds 
that feast at the bird feeders on her deck of her country home.           
Cardinals, grackles-blackbirds, sparrows, robins, and red-wing       
blackbirds frequently visit throughout the year.      
          

Occasionally squirrels, chipmunks, raccoon and possums also            
visit.  From that same chair as early spring approaches Eleanor feasted 
her eyes on the many shades of green that appear around her home – ash 
trees, tall evergreen trees (some planted in the late 1800s), bushes, grass 
and newly planted fields of corn and soybeans.      
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 2015-16 Actuals  2016-17 Budget 

General Parish Income:      

  (Envelopes, Offertory, CYO, Gifts, 727,522  750,550 

   Catholic Herald, Interest, Block Party,    

   Building Maintenance)    

School Income: 333,958  346,530 

  (Tuition, Gifts, Fees, Before Care/After      

   Care, Endowment Proceeds)    

Faith Formation Income: 4,389  6,250 

  (Tuition, Sacramental, Gifts, Programs)     

Liturgy Income: 7,854  4,300 

  Gifts    

TOTAL OPERATING INCOME $1,073,723   $1,107,630  

    

                   EXPENSES    

General Parish, Faith Formation,    
Liturgy    

     Salaries & Fringe Benefits 220,305  237,202 

     Administrative Expenses 33,196  39,960 

     Operation & Maintenance 40,528  51,500 

     Other Expenses 40,977  51,450 

      (Catholic Herald, Bank Charges,     

       charity, CYO, DSA, Snow Removal    

School Expenses      

     Salaries & Fringe Benefits 649,619  669,704 

     Administrative Expenses 28,624   27,900 

     Operation & Maintenance 60,343  65,850 

     Instructional Expense 18,601  27,500 

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSE $1,092,192   $1,171,066 

     

TOTAL NET OPERATING INCOME -$18,469  -$63,436 

    

          Historical Information    

Total Net Operating Income by year:    

2015-16          -$18,469    

2014-15          -$83,241    

2013-14          -$25,820    

2012-13          -$ 9,831    

2011-12           $  2,726    

2010-11          -$25,044    

2009-10          -$18,785    

2008-09          -$37,150    

2007-08           $ 5,700    
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Financials for 2015-2016  
 

What was “up” and what was “down” ….. 
 

The 2014-15 and the 2015-16 actual income for the entire parish and school 
was identical at $1,073,207 and $1,073,722 BUT it was $63,436 below what 
was budgeted.  Basically, no growth, but no loss either. 
 

There was a huge savings in expenses for all areas of the parish—general 
parish, liturgy, religious education and school.  There were savings in salaries 
and benefits, administrative costs, program expenses and operation and 
maintenance—but not enough savings to offset the no growth in income and 
not enough to produce a balanced budget.  It was a hopeful outcome though, as 
we ended the year with a deficit budget of $18,469 which was much better 
than the previous year and better than projections.  
 

We were fortunate with some of our costs this year with a few salaries being 
reduced and a savings in utilities due to a mild winter, but next year’s budget 
might not have those same savings.  With the first month of the fiscal year 
completed you can tell from “Money Matters” in the bulletin that the envelope 
collections have been below projections.  It is the hope that the envelope and 
offertory collections will begin to increase as summer draws to a close so that 
with our cost saving measures, we can produce a balanced fiscal year. 
 

Finally, as you may have noticed in the historical information, our parish has 
incurred deficits for the last decade.  Part of the mission of the parish is to pass 
on the faith.  As you can see, it takes a great deal of stewardship to operate the 
school.  It has been challenging to operate the school in light of declining 
enrollment and yet keep up with rising costs in utilities, insurance, wages, etc.  
The School Board, Finance Council and I have been looking at ways to improve 
our overall situation.  Most of all, we thank you for your stewardship of 
treasure and ongoing commitment to the parish.  Without your financial 
support, the mission of bringing Christ would be hampered.  Your ongoing 
generosity does make a difference.  

 

 

 

SCRIP REMINDER 
 

SCRIP puts your regular shopping dollars to work      
supporting your parish and school with over fifty        
retailers ….. grocery stores, gas stations, restaurants,         
department stores, hardware stores, movie theaters, spas 
and more! 
 

SCRIP cards are always available in the school office 
and after Mass twice per month …..  check the bulletin 
for dates.   
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This spring Helen O’Brien found comfort and healing in working 
long hours in her big yard and garden.  Over many years she and her   
husband Jim, who had passed away in early March, landscaped the yard 
and planted the garden together.  Tulips, daffodils, and peonies (pink,  
yellow, red, and mixed) were the first spring flowers to blossom.       
Summer flowers include hydrangeas, astilbes (red, white, and pink),  
dragon-winged begonias, coleus, spireas, lilies, allium, and black-eyed 
susans.  She and Jim (with some help) also planted pachysandra, hostas, 
bushes, and trees, adding more variety, texture and color to the            
garden.  By caring for the garden and yard, Helen continues a hobby she 
and Jim enjoyed together.   
 

Another great story of healing comes from Jean Weaver.  She sent this   
story to me with a Christmas card the first year after the death of her      
husband, Dick.  Dick died in 2011.  He left many memories, but one of 
Jean’s favorite was his apple tree.  Dick planted it when he and Jean 
moved into their home on the north side of Janesville.  The first winter, 
rabbits feasted on the bark and almost killed it. Neighbors told Dick to 
“Get rid of the twig!” Dick nursed it back to health.  Six years later it had 
blossoms.  Dick and Jean kept looking for apples, but none were 
found.  After Dick passed away in 2011, one green apple appeared.  It 
matured into a perfect, beautiful red delicious apple.  Jean  enjoyed eating 
it while fondly remembering her husband Dick.  Since 2011, the apple 
tree has continued to blossom and produce apples. 
 

If you have an interesting or uplifting story about nature I’d love to hear 
about it.  Call Sr. Ruth at 752-7861 and tell me, or invite me to your 
house.     

St. Teresa of Calcutta (1910-1997) 
to be Canonized September 4, 2016 in Rome 

 

Bread of Life, your servant, Mother Teresa, tirelessly served the poorest of 
the poor in your name.  She showed the world how to serve with humility, 
sharing your love with those who were dying, abandoned and alone.  Grant 
that her example will help us to treat others with respect and dignity.  May 
we see you, dear Jesus, in everyone.  And may all of the saints continue to 

pray for us and inspire us in our call to be holy in our everyday lives. 
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Welcome back to school! We are just about ready for the year to begin. The school 
is beginning to look like it is ready for students. A great big thank you to Mr.  
Kessler and his staff for all they do to keep our school looking great! We have had 
a couple staff changes since last year, look below to see who is new to the building. 
 
New Staff 
 

5th Grade: Ms. Rebecca Calvagna 
Rebecca is a recent graduate of the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater. She       
completed her student teaching in Beloit and is very excited to be joining our staff. 
 

Middle School Math/Social Studies: Mrs. Alyssa Pryne 
Alyssa has been a part of our school community for the past year. She has two    
daughters that attend our school. She has been teaching Mathematics at Beloit       
Memorial High School. We are very pleased to have her here at our school. 
 

Middle School Science and Religion: Stephany Maddock 
Stephany is also a recent graduate of the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater. She 
completed her student teaching at Kennedy Elementary in Janesville and is looking 
forward to joining our staff. 
 

Technology: Katherine Wurtz 
Katherine is a native of Janesville and a parishioner at St. Patrick Church. Before 
coming to us Katherine taught 3rd and 4th grade in Arizona. She began her teaching 
career in Beloit at Brother Dutton School. We are happy to welcome her to our 
staff. 
 

Dates to Remember 
 

Aug 15  Back to School envelopes ready for pick up from school 
Aug 28  Back to School Picnic (11:30-1:00PM) 
Aug 29  First Day of School 
Sept 5  No School (Labor Day) 
Sept 8  8th Grade Kayak Trip 
Oct 9  Steeple Chase (12:00-2:00PM) 
Oct 14  No School (Catholic Education Convention) 
Oct 26-27 Parent Teacher Conferences (No school on the 27th) 
Oct 28  No School 
Nov 18  All School Mass at St. Mary’s 
Nov 22  End of First Trimester 
Nov 23-25 No School (Thanksgiving Break) 

 
 

St. Mary School 
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David Wanninger 
January 29, 2016 

 

Phyllis Kail 
February 11, 2016 

 

William Madden 
February 22, 2016 

 

Dr. James O’Brien 
March 9, 2016 

 

Maria Faustina Heling 
March 7, 2016 

 

Florence Holznecht 
March 17, 2016 

 

William Judd, Sr. 
March 4, 2016 

 

Lawrence Wiedenfeld 
March 30, 2016 

 

Linda Burri 
April 11, 2016 

 

 

 
Mabel Glowacki-Thornton 

April 18, 2016 
 

Alice Conway 
April 21, 2016 

 

David MacDougall 
April 30, 2016 

 

Edward Struebin 
May 19, 2016 

 

Mary Jane Condon 
May 25, 2016 

 

Patrick Ryan 
May 30, 2016 

 

Arlene Hulick 
June 29, 2016 

 

Yvonne McKeown 
July 31, 2016 

 

Harry Hulick 
August 1, 2016 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Nativity of Mary Parish  
warmly welcomes  

our newest parishioners, registered 
February 2016 through July 2016 

 
 
 

DREXLER, Samantha 
 

GREGERSON, Zachary & Kaitlin 
 

IGOE, Patricia 
 

MOENCH, Thomas 
 

NIEVES, Alejandro & ORTEGA, Consuelo 
Joey Ortega-Nieves – 11 

 

PORTER, Brenda 
 

PRESLIK, Perry 
 

REA-CAMPBELL, Hannah 
 

RILEY, Pamela 
 

SCHROEDER, Derek & Cassandra 
Tenlee – Infant 

 

THURNER, Terry 

 

We remember the following 
parishioners who have died:  
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Marriages 

 
 

Justin Schwenkner & Brianna Hanus 
May 14, 2016 

 

  Zachary Gregerson & Kaitlin Komma 
May 28, 2016 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mildred Pauline Hahn 

Daughter of Carl & Deborah Hahn 
February 7, 2016 

 

Greyson Bradley Schimke 
Son of Tyler & Jeannette Schimke 

February 7, 2016 

 
Alayna Dorothy Sandvig 

Daughter of James & Kristin Sandvig 
February 20, 2016 

 

Maria Serena Sandvig 
Daughter of James & Kristin Sandvig 

February 20, 2016 
 

Markus Michael Schmidt 
Son of Michael & Carmela Schmidt 

March 5, 2016 
 

Colton Michael Hanson 
Son of Kyle & Annie Hanson 

March 5, 2016 

 

 
Tyler James Boyle 

Son of Robert & Amanda Boyle 
March 27, 2016 

 

Robert Paul Boyle 
Son of Robert & Amanda Boyle 

March 27, 2016 
 

Ethan Markus Collins 
Son of Michael Collins & Sarah Krause 

April 3, 2016 

 
Paxton Edward Martin 

Son of James & Krista Martin 
May 22, 2016 

 
Tenlee Joanne Schroeder 

Daughter of Derek & Cassandra Schroeder 
June 26, 2016 

 
Zander Nathan Farris 

Son of Gerard & Amanda Farris 
August 6, 2016 

 
Michael Brady Hubbard 

Son of Michael & Renee Hubbard 
August 6, 2016 
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Religious Education News 

 Greetings!!  
 

Religious Education registration is open for the 2016-2017 school year.              
Registration information was mailed in early August.  If you did not receive a  
mailing, please contact the Religious Education Department.  In the mailing you 
will find new starting times, changes to the high school program and important 
dates.  Below is some per tinent information to star t the year :  
 

September 14th, Wednesday 
5:45 to 7:00 pm  K through 8th grades  
7:15 to 8:30 pm  High School 
   *Important—please note that there is no High  
     School RE program on Sundays this year. 
 

September 21st 
First Reconciliation parent meeting for all 2nd graders. 
 

October 30th 
4:00 pm   City wide Confirmation for 12th graders will be  
      held here at St. Mary’s 
 

November 16th  
First Reconciliation for 2nd graders. 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: 
There is always a need for extra teachers, aides, project helpers and treat providers 
so please consider helping any way you are able.  Many have found great personal 
reward in teaching our children our Catholic faith, values, prayer and about God.  
 

Please contact Kathy Hookham, Religious Education Coordinator with any      
questions at (608) 752-7861 extension 29.  
 

As we begin the new school year, let’s pray for our children and staff. 
God of wisdom and might, we praise you for the wonder of our being, 

for mind, body and spirit. 
Be with our children as they begin a new school year. 

Bless them and their teachers and staff. 
Give our children strength and grace as their bodies grow; 

wisdom and and knowledge to their minds as they search for understanding; 
and peace and zeal to their hearts.   

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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MERCY 
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PRAYER 


